
Modern Upholstered Bed Frame UK  
A modern upholstered bed frame is the piece that pulls a bedroom together. It is soft to look at, 
comfortable to lean against and easy to style and it works in a small flat as well as a large family 
home. If you are searching for a modern upholstered bed frame in the UK, you have thousands 
of options and that makes choosing harder than it should be. This guide covers what a modern 
upholstered bed frame is, why UK buyers are choosing them over wooden and metal designs 
and how to pick the right size, headboard, fabric and storage. Whether you need an upholstered 
double bed frame or a super king size upholstered bed frame, you should finish with a clear 
shortlist. 

 

What Is a Modern Upholstered Bed Frame? 

A modern upholstered bed frame has a timber or engineered wood base wrapped in padded 
fabric. The padding sits across the headboard and often the sides and footboard too. The look is 
clean and contemporary simple lines, generous headboards and softer finishes than a 
traditional frame. In short, a modern upholstered bed frame is a fabriccovered, padded bed 
frame built around clean lines, comfort and a contemporary look. It is sold as an upholstered 
bed, an upholstered frame bed or a fabric upholstered bed frame and all of these terms describe 
the same product. The "modern" part matters. Traditional upholstered beds often lean on heavy 
detailing, such as deep buttoning or ornate carved feet. Modern designs keep the shape 
simpler, with slim profiles, curved or panelled headboards, low bases and tone on tone colours. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product-category/bed-frames/


Why UK Buyers Are Choosing Upholstered Beds 

Upholstered bed frames have become one of the most searched bedroom furniture categories 
in the UK and the reasons are practical. 

●​ Comfort, A padded headboard lets you sit up and read or watch TV without straining 
your back. 

●​ Warmth Fabric feels warmer to the touch than bare wood or metal, which suits British 
winters. 

●​ Style One piece of furniture can set the tone for the whole room. 
●​ Range From a cheap upholstered bed frame to a luxury one, there is something at every 

budget. 
●​ A properly built upholstered frame is less prone to the creaks that plague cheaper metal 

beds. 

If you want to see how a wellmade range looks, browse the full collection at Style Beds, where 
every frame is handcrafted in West Yorkshire. 

Modern Upholstered Bed Frame Styles Explained 

Modern upholstered beds come in several distinct styles. Knowing the vocabulary helps you 
filter results quickly. 

Panelled and plain headboards 

These are the cleanest options. A flat or gently panelled headboard suits minimalist and 
Scandinavian interiors. If you like a soft, rounded, cloudlike look, the Cloud Bed Frame is a good 
place to start. 

Wingback upholstered bed frames 

A wingback bed has side panels that curve forward around the sleeper. It feels enclosed and 
hotellike and the wings block draughts and give a sense of shelter. The Savoy Wing Bed is a 
good example of this shape. 

Sleigh bed frames 

A sleigh bed has a curved headboard and footboard that rolls outwards. A modern upholstered 
sleigh bed frame keeps the sweeping profile but uses simpler fabrics and colours than the 
classic version. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/cloud-bed-frame/


Chesterfield inspired frames 

Deepbuttoned tufting gives a chesterfield upholstered bed frame its recognisable texture. The 
Chesterford Elite Bed works if you want that heritage character in a more contemporary form. 

Ottoman beds 

Ottoman upholstered bed frames lift on a gaslift mechanism to reveal storage underneath. They 
are ideal for smaller rooms and we cover them in the storage section below. 

How to Choose the Right Size 

Size is the first decision, because it determines everything else, including headboard width, 
room layout and mattress choice. Standard UK sizes are as follows. 

Bed Size Mattress Size (approx.) Best For 

Single 90 x 190 cm Children, guest rooms, small 
spaces 

Small Double 120 x 190 cm Single sleepers wanting extra room 

Double 135 x 190 cm Couples in modest sized rooms 

King 150 x 200 cm Couples wanting extra space 

Super King 180 x 200 cm Large master bedrooms 

A quick rule of thumb, leave at least 70 cm of walkway on each side of the bed and check that 
the headboard and any wings still allow your bedroom door and wardrobe doors to open fully. A 
king bed frame upholstered in fabric is usually a comfortable step up for couples. Rooms above 
roughly 4 x 4 metres can take a super king upholstered bed frame without feeling cramped. 
Measure the room first, then choose the frame. Many buyers do it the other way round and end 
up with a bed that dominates the space. 

Choosing the Headboard Height 

Headboard height changes the look of the room more than most people expect. A taller 
headboard feels luxurious and dramatic, while a lower one suits rooms with sloping ceilings or 
wall lights above the bed. If you want a generous, statement headboard, the Royal Bed Frame 
has the presence to anchor a master bedroom. For lowerceiling rooms, look for a slimmer 
headboard profile so the frame does not overwhelm the room. 

Fabric Choices What Works Best 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/chesterford-elite-bed/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/chesterford-elite-bed/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/royal-bed-frame/


The fabric determines how your bed looks, feels and ages. The most common options are 

●​ Velvet Rich, soft and luxurious. It adds depth of colour and suits statement bedrooms. 
●​ Bouclé and teddy fabrics are Textured and cosy. These are very popular in modern 

interiors. 
●​ Linen look and woven fabrics Relaxed, breathable and practical for everyday use. 
●​ Faux leather Easy to wipe clean, though less soft to the touch. 

If you have children or pets, choose a tighter weave and a midtone colour that hides marks. 
Pale colours look beautiful but show wear sooner, so keep that tradeoff in mind. 

Storage Do You Need an Ottoman Bed? 

Most UK bedrooms are not generous and storage is a constant problem. An upholstered bed 
frame with storage solves it by turning the space under the mattress into a usable drawer or 
liftup compartment. Ottoman frames typically hold spare bedding, out of season clothes and 
luggage. The Egerie Beige Ottoman Bed with Curved Headboard combines liftup storage with a 
soft curved headboard, which makes it a good fit for smaller rooms where floor space is limited. 
One thing to check is whether the ottoman lifts smoothly and stays open on its own. A wellbuilt 
gaslift mechanism should hold the base up safely without you propping it. 

Build Quality What to Check Before You Buy 

The most beautiful fabric cannot rescue a poorly built frame. Look for these signs of quality 

1.​ Solid timber base Hardwood or good quality softwood frames last longer than thin 
chipboard. 

2.​ Reinforced slats should be sturdy and well spaced to support the mattress evenly. 
3.​ Strong joints Look for bolted or bracereinforced joints rather than staples alone. 
4.​ Quality foam The padding should be dense enough to keep its shape after years of use. 
5.​ A clear warranty A written guarantee shows the maker stands behind the product. 

Handcrafted frames tend to score well on all five. Style Beds makes its frames inhouse in 
Dewsbury and backs them with a 3 year warranty, so you are dealing with the maker directly 
rather than a middleman. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/egerie-beige-ottoman-bed-with-curved-headboard/


 

How Much Does a Modern Upholstered Bed Frame Cost? 

Prices vary widely. A cheap upholstered bed frame is often mass produced with thinner 
materials, while a designer or luxury frame uses better timber, denser foam and finer fabric. The 
best value usually sits in the middle of a wellbuilt frame from a UK maker without the markup of 
a big retailer. If you are watching your budget, keep an eye out for an upholstered bed frame 
sale. Seasonal sales often reduce prices on quality frames, but always check the build details 
rather than choosing on price alone. 

Styling Your Modern Upholstered Bed Frame 

Once your frame arrives, styling it well makes a real difference. 

●​ Keep bedding in complementary tones rather than matching the headboard exactly. 
●​ Add texture with a throw, linen sheets and a few cushions. 
●​ Use symmetrical bedside tables and lamps for a calm, hotelstyle feel. 
●​ Let the headboard be the focal point and keep the wall behind it simple. 

The Ivy Frame Bed suits this approach well, since its clean look pairs easily with layered 
bedding. 

Delivery, Assembly and Trial Periods 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/ivy-frame-bed/


Buying a bed online is easier when the terms are clear. Style Beds offers free UK delivery in 
around 3 to 5 working days and most frames take about 30 minutes to assemble at home. 
There is also a 30night risk free trial, which gives you time to be sure the bed suits your room 
and your sleep. 

Final Thoughts 

A modern upholstered bed frame combines comfort, style and practicality and it can transform a 
bedroom without a full redecoration. Start with your room size, choose a headboard and fabric 
that suit your taste and decide whether storage matters to you. Then choose a frame built to 
last. To compare styles and sizes in one place, visit the Style Beds collection and find the frame 
that fits your room. 

Frequently Asked Questions(FAQs) 

What is a modern upholstered bed frame? 

It is a bed frame with a padded fabric covering over a timber or engineered wood base, 
designed with clean lines and a contemporary look. 

Are upholstered bed frames comfortable? 

Yes, The padded headboard gives back support when you sit up in bed and the fabric feels 
warmer than bare wood or metal. 

What size upholstered bed frame should I buy? 

Choose the largest size your room can comfortably fit. A king suits most couples and a super 
king suits larger master bedrooms. 

Are upholstered ottoman bed frames worth it? 

They are worth it if storage is tight. The liftup base adds hidden space for bedding and clothes 
without extra furniture. 

How do I clean an upholstered bed frame? 

Vacuum regularly with a soft brush attachment, blot spills straight away and spot clean with a 
mild fabric cleaner. 

How long does an upholstered bed frame last? 

A well built frame can last ten years or more with reasonable care and quality construction and a 
solid warranty are the best indicators. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/
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